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MENSWEAR COLORS FALL/WINTER 1989-90 


Next season's traditional but highly individualized 
styling means classic color ranges, softened with a touch 
of mystery and romance. Darks are important and play off 
each other; neutrals and mid-tones move away from greys 
into warmer browns and taupes. Gold into green, from olive 
to forest, are strong. The red/wine family, from claret 
to burgundy to deep purple, brings warmth and liveliness 
to menswear fashion. The look is neater and nattier in 
cleaned up fabrics that are soft to the touch. Trends... 
dressed up "dandies" in white shirts and vests, folkloric 
and tapestry designs, 60's surrealism and mini-florals. 


Neutrals: Ice, Stone Green, Fog, Driftwood for rustic 
winter blends, face-finished or fleeced knits and wovens. 
These colors mix with muted tones or deep brights and 
soften the misty heathers 


Mystery Darks: Blackened colors...Midnight Navy, Dark 
Brown, Deep Teal, Maroon, Bankers Grey...for somber dress 
suit patterns, suited separates and dress slacks. 


Muted Tones: Shetland Grey, Bark, Martini Olive, Candied 
Caramel, Thistle Green, Putty... for better sportswear and 
Sophisticated casuals. They mix with deep brights for 
rugged outerwear, active and functional weekend wear. 


Deep Brights: Winter Violet, Earth, Red Pepper, Prussian 
Blue, Black Plum, Moss Green... for relaxed weekend wear, 
active dressing, young men's traditional looks and jeans. 


Misty Heathers: Coral, Aqua, Gold, Pink, Blue, Green, 
Lilac... slightly grayed pastels that evoke the misty 
feeling of the Scottish moors. They mix tonally with the 
neutrals, muted mid-tones or mystery darks in sophisti- 
cated heather looks and "tweedy" patterns, bringing a soft 
romantic feeling to better sportswear, soft-faced knits, 


INNOVATIVE FURS & ACCESSORIES 
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MENSWEAR COLORS-~ continued 
fleeces and new shirting flannels. 


Winter Brights: Jockey Red, Persian Biue, Orange Flame, Turquoise, Wild Rose, 
Pencil Yellow, Kelly Green... vibrant accents, which mix sparingly against the 
darks or neutrals highlight knitwear, sport shirts and are used on bold prints 
and patterns for active knits and weekend wear. 


FURS: INNOVATIVE AND WHIMSICAL 


The fur collections, shown in N.Y., presented innovative and whimsical designs, 
often echoing the silhouettes of the designer collections. In an industry 
where retailers tend to be cautious, this season's attitude seems to be "no 
holds barred". Several trends surface with various interpretations. 


Short-haired and flat furs are everywhere, the most prevalent being Persian 
lamb, Russian broadtail and sheared mink or beaver. Their sleek look and 
drape makes them "new" and versatile. OSCAR DE LA RENTA for WAGNER FURS 
creates a black Russian broadtail suit with high-shirred empire back and 
matching slim skirt. Black Persian lamb is molded into a fitted, notch collar 
jacket by DONNA KARAN for BIRGER CHRISTENSEN. Another prevailing trend is 
the use of conventional pelts, such as squirrel, weasel, muskrat and nutria. 
Sheared and dyed nutria very much resembles beaver. GIORGIO di SANT'ANGELO 
drapes it into an asymmetric, high-collar jacket for ROBERT SIDNEY FURS. 
MICHAEL KORS uses stenciled muskrat for a short peplumed jacket and skirt. 


Color once again makes a statement-- in natural shades of gold and red 

(ushering in a resurgence of "wild" mink and golden sable) or shocking tints 
Such as fuchsia and lime. LOUIS DELL'OLIO for ANNE KLEIN creates a full 54-inch 
"wild" mink greatcoat at MICHAEL FORREST. CALVIN KLEIN goes sporty with his 
"wild" mink pullover for ALIXANDRE. Brights are most often seen in sheared 
beaver and Mongolian lamb. A fun variety comes in either striking fuchsia, 

acid green and almost neon melon sheared beaver in 7/8, from the ANNE KLEIN 
COLLECTION. GEOFFREY BEENE dyes his Mongolian lamb jacket a tomato red and 
trims it with silk plaid ribbon for his BEENE BAG collection at GOLDIN-FELDMAN. 


Brilliantly colored linings, incongruous workings of pelts, unusual trimmings 
and stenciling contribute to the "novelty". GEOFFREY BEENE, the master of 
invention, compelling with his inexhaustible design concepts, uses jet beads 
and ostrich feathers to adorn a black Persian lamb bolero; while a red wool 
and natural Tanuki dirndl coat has gold braids and bright plaid Linigg.: KEP 
KIRKENDALL, in an exclusive liscensing agreement with Ultima Rex furs, weaves 
a brocade tapestry ruana in natural gold amber with Tanuki tails. Interesting 
animal prints-- a giraffe-patterned calfskin coat from MAUD FRIZON FOR BEN 
KAHN and a stenciled "tweed" squirrel smock coat, with one-button closure 
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FURS-- continued 
from CAROLINA HERRERA for REVILLON. 


The designers also salute the "old West"! MAUD FRIZON uses’a zebra printed 
Suede yoke on a jaguar-stenciled "cowboy shirt". The PERRY ELLIS COLLECTION for 
BIRGER CHRISTENSEN favors black/white or brown/white fringed calf Western 
jackets. While BOB MACKIE FOR HBA corrals a group of ponchos in sable paw and 
mink, trimmed in tails. 


This season, designers clearly state that furs are no longer simply a "social 
Statement". They've become an expression of mood and Style. Variety of design 
and buyer acceptance of less expensive pelts, creates exciting options for the 
contemporary consumer. 
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ACCESSORY DESIGNER FOCUS 
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Bijou de Portmonteau jewelry is created from authentic antique pieces, most of 
Which are sterling silver or gold filled. They are from the Victorian to the 
Art Deco periods and are always one-of-a-kind. 

Fisher Associates, 488 Seventh Avenue, NYC, 10018, 212-594-2873. 
~--Illustrated: a most unusual necklace made of a sterling silver cigar case 
and cigarette holder on a silver chain. 


Sheila Schwartz presents a limitless collection of antique jewelry for men, 
women and children; also, watches, picture frames, toys, dolls, purses, luggage, 
lamps, silver flatwear, and other fascinating pieces. Many of the pieces com- 
bine the old with the contemporary. Art Deco paste pins and pearl necklaces and 
Art Nouveau silver plate on brass with faux grey pearls and crystals that can 

be worn as a belt or necklace. 

Faces of Time, 32 West 40th Street., NYC, 10018, 212-921-0822, 

--- Illustrated: an old ivory necklace with a delicately carved rose from the 
Victorian period. 


Richard Fishman's jewelry designs are inspired by ancient Egyptian and Victorian 
pieces. Most unusual are his butterfly brooches, necklaces and pins. The 
butterfly itself is transferred by a Special process to gold leaf backing. 

Richard Fishman, Annika, 560 Angell Street, Providence, R.I., 02906, 401-272-2926. 
---Illustrated: a white butterfly brooche. 


Mishon Mishon, renowned for their extensive assortment of fashion forward 
accessories, carry designers Judith Leiber, Wendy Gell, Steve Vaubel, Stephen 
Dweck and others. Targeting the new trend in fine jewelry, pieces from the new 
collection include: a four-strand pearl choker with a center string of diamonds 
and sapphires (pink, yellow, blue) set in 18K gold and a collar of pave diamonds 








ACCESSORIZS-- continued 


and 18K gold featuring seven cabachon emeralds accented by black onyx. 
MISHON MISHON, 410 Columbus Ave., NYC, 10024, 212-769-2277. 
---Illustrated: an exotic panther bracelet coated in diamonds with deep emerald eyes. 


Barbara Natoli Witt creates unique necklaces and bracelets that combine ancient 
Sculptured pieces and beads with hand-dyed yarn tapestry weavings. Influenced by 
Middle Eastern and Oriental knotting techniques, she evolved a new weaving method 
Which enhances all of her designs. Mrs. Witt's vast collection of rare beads and 
artifacts are the inspiration for her incredibly beautiful one-of-a-kind jewelry. 
Judy Tishman, 840 Park Avenue, NYC., 10021, 212-988-8855. 

---Illustrated: a necklace with an antique coral carving piece (Dragon and Shou) 
with tapestry weaving and black onyx, gold and coral beads. 





MENSWEAR: FALL/WINTER '88/89 


The Men's Fashion Association presented its semi-annual press preview, for 
Fall/Winter '88/89, stressing a continuing "flexibilty" in menswear. Due to 

a more conservative retail outlook and the steady increase in costs, designers 
are focusing on the mixing of items and longer wardrobe life spans. 


In suitings, soft construction in jackets with extended shoulders (19"-20") and 
lower button placement, giving the impression of a suppressed waist, are the newest 
trends-- fashion forward in one-button single breasted and two-button double 
breasted. Central to this new "look" is the vest, with knits and unmatched 
tailored versions, creating a sportier alternative when worn with suitings. 

While the classic navy blazer is "dressing-up" when paired with tartan plaid 
trousers and a turtleneck, or knit vest and cardigan. 


Trousers play on the new mood with pleats and a shape that is wider at the knee 
than at the hem. Patterned trousers, especially in Fall's very popular houndstooth 
check, with a traditional blazer is "flexible dressing". Belts, in crocodile- 

like finishes, stamped and embossed leathers and/or suspenders, add dressy dash 

or create a relaxed casual look. 
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